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William Vasilakis, PsyD
Clinical Psychologist #5481

02/06/2025
RE : Comprehensive Pain Management Institute, LLC (CPMD)

Leon Margolin M.D. PhD,
3245 E Main ST. Columbus, Ohio 43213

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing fo offer my strong support for Dr. Leon Margolin's clinical study
“MISGUIDED MEDICAL INSURANCE AND GOVERNMENT POLICIES IN THE
OPIOID EPIDEMIC: A CHART REVIEW AND NARX SCORE ANALYSIS"

I'am a licensed psychologist, who has certification in Addiction Medicine and has taken
training in pain management counseling and evaluation. | had been a clinical director of a
recovery program for Fairfield County, Ohio (please find my resume enclosed).

| have evaluated and followed up hundreds of Dr. Leon Margoiin's patients,
however, | am not (and never was) an employee, colleague, or social friend of Dr.
Margolin; | have never received any payment or remuneration for my expert
reviews of Dr. Margolin and his research .

As a board-certified clinical psychologist, who has certification in addiction
medicine with over 30 years of practice in OH, 1 have seen firsthand the vaiue of
Dr. Margorin's research and the CPMI services in enhancing patient safety,
documenting organic pathology, ensuring proper opioid prescribing, and improving
outcomes .

| think it is important to evaluate this study in the context of the opioid crisis in Ohio.
The study helps to improve upload medication use and monitoring and enhances
public safety.

The study used clearly and well structured methods, sharp analysis of the complex
issues, well rounded literature review and relevance clearly related fo the main
focus: improving public safety and access to care. The introduction and discussion
may seem voluminous, however, they cover all the necessary points, ideas and
references that can help readers with different backgrounds to understand the
issues and ways to correct them. In fact, a shorter version of the study may fail to
communicate the necessary medico legal points and references. This is a very
significant, original study with a very substantial contribution to the field and a
potentiai to save hundreds of lives in Ohio and thousands of lives nationwide.
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| would like to emphasize the methods and the study_ design. Dr. Margqlin
performed a retrospective chart review on 142 charts of patients wpo were denied
access to care for the screening and brief intervention and other pain management

services.

SBIRT helps fo diagnose alcohol and drug use and aberrant drug seeking
behavior, therefore blocking access to these services is dangerous and can be
responsible for hundreds of opioid deaths in Ohio.

SBIRT is a critical component of responsible opioid prescribing. By screening
patients for risk factors such as substance misuse, intervening early, and referring
the patients for additional evaluation support, when necessary, SBIRT helps
diagnose aberrant drug seeking behavior and save lives. SBIRT reduces
healthcare costs, decreases substance misuse, and lessens the likelihood of
overdose. This tool is particularly vital in high-risk populations regardless of
documented prior history of addiction, alcohol or drug use, who are often at a
greater risk of adverse outcomes from opioid treatment (like the patients in Dr.
Margolin’s practice).

These services are supported by the evidence-based data published by NIH,
SAMSHA, NIDA, Pew Institute and other agencies, In addition, these services and
programs are cost effective and save limited Medicare and Medicaid resources.

The U.S. government, specifically the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA), actively supports the use of SBIRT by
providing funding for states as a mandatory, standard of care proactive approach to
substance misuse prevention that saves lives. This study therefore is novel,
relevant and significant nationwide.

To stratify the overdose risk scrutiny of the patients, Dr. Margolin correctly use the
NARX score. NarxCare scores range from 000 to 999, with higher scores indicating
riskier drug use patterns (above 300, the risk is much higher). This score was
validated at the state and national level and was provided as part of the PMD
OARRS report. Therefore it is a fully objective parameter that increases the quality
of the study,

(For more information of OARRS and the NARX score, please see Ohio Bd of
Pharmacy, Ohio Automated RX Reporting System PDMP Aware User Support
Manual,p.60(https://www.ohioomn.qov/Documents/OARRS%zoUser%ZOManuat.p
d

The high-risk patients need more frequent SBIRT services due fo the heightened
risk of over-prescription, overdose, and/or diversion, therefore denial of such
services exposes the patients to a substantial risk.

Utilization of the opioids medications and SBIRT and pain management services is
heavily regulated in the state of Ohio by the state laws and regulations (HB 93 law,
PMC category three licenses etc), Board of Medicine, Board of Pharmacy and
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federal guidelines and laws. Dr. Margolin did an incredible job by reviewing and
analyzing alt the complex factors involved in this issue that has the potential to
save hundreds of lives in Ohio and thousands of lives in Ohio. | found the article
concise and to the point considering the novelty and the complexity of the methods
and the analysis, in fact, | am not aware of a comparable clinical study in the field
of public health.

Dr. Margolin operates a private office without any grants and outside finding, he
went above and beyond to conduct this study using his personal financial
resources. This retrospective study can be a basis for a large prospective study in
the future,

Dr. Margolin and his program enhance our ability to safely manage high risk
patients needing opioids medications, ultimately improving patient safety and
reducing opioids mortality .This are supported by my clinical experience,
independent studies and studies and publication by Dr. Margolin and his team. |
fully endorse Dr. Margolin's study based on my own clinical experience in the field
of addiction and pain medicine in Ohio.

Dr. Margolin’s program has diagnosed and referred to addiction medicine
evaluation more than 3000 patients since 2011 saving several hundred lives and
a very significant health care costs. In fact, Dr. Margolin was awarded the Chio
Top Doctor award for 2025 specifically for his excellence in the pain management
program and the use of the SBIRT .

I offer this letter of support freely and without compensation, drawing upon my
background and 30 years of experience of addiction and pain medicine in the staie
of Ohio. | laud Dr. Margolin commitment to research and public advocacy. Dr.
Margolin used his own personal funds for research and free patient and public
educational videos.

I am confident that Dr. Margolin's approach and research will enhance public
safety, opioids medication use and patient care and set a high standard for
effective patient screening safe, responsible opioid prescribing, reducing opioids
mortality and saving limited healthcare resources.

War(n regards,

William Vasilakis, PsyD.
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